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1 FOR AN ACT relating to public utilities districts; to anend sections

2 32-540, 70-612, and 70-619, Reissue Revised Statutes of
3 Nebr aska, and section 14- 2102, Revi sed St at utes
4 Cunul ative Suppl enent, 2010; to change provisions
5 relating to election of directors as prescribed; to
6 har noni ze  provi si ons; and to repeal ori gi nal
7 sections.

8 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 14-2102, Revised Statutes Cunul ative
Suppl erent, 2010, is anended to read:

14-2102 In each metropolitan utilities district service
area, there shall be a board of directors consisting of seven
menbers. The nenbers shall be elected as provided in section 32-540.

Regi stered voters within the boundaries of the district

shall be registered voters of such district. A registered voter of

the district and—shall be eligible for the office of director from

the election district in which he or she resides, subject to the

special qualification of residence for the outside nenber.

The out side nmenber specified in section 32-540 shall be a
registered voter residing within the district but outside the
corporate limts of the city of the metropolitan class for which the
district was created. In the event of the annexation of the area
within which the outside nenber resides, he or she nmay continue to
serve as the outside menber until the expiration of the term of
office for which such nenber was elected and until a successor is
el ected and qualifi ed.

Sec. 2. Section 32-540, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

32-540 (1) Until the first election held after January 1,

2012, in +n—each nmetropolitan utilities district service area, two of

the nmenbers of the board of directors shall be chosen at |arge by the
registered voters within the district at the tine of the statew de

primary and statew de general elections held in the even-nunbered
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years, except that at the primary and general elections held in 1978

and every six years thereafter and before January 1, 2012, three

menbers, one of whom shall be known as the outside nmenber, shall be
el ected at large by the registered voters within the district.

(2) On or before January 1, 2012, for each election held

after such date, the election conm ssioner in the nobst popul ous

county in each netropolitan utilities district service area shall

divide the service area into six election districts of conpact and

contiquous territory and of approximately equal popul ation as

determ ned pursuant to the nost recent federal decennial census. Such

election districts shall be nunbered consecutively from one to siXx

One nenber of the nmetropolitan utilities district board of directors

shall be elected from each district, and one nenber known as the

out si de nenber shall be elected at |arge by the regi stered voters of

the netropolitan utilities district. At the first election after

January 1, 2012, in which nenbers are elected by district, the

nenbers from districts 1, 3, and 5 and the outside nenber shall be

elected for initial ternms of four years, and the nenbers from the

renmai ning election districts shall be elected for initial terms of

six years. Thereafter all nenbers shall be elected for terms of siXx

years.

(3) Nonmination and election of all directors shall be by

nonpartisan ballot. M#rbers—Except as provided in subsection (2) of

this section, nenbers of the board shall hold office for a period of

six years from the first Tuesday after the first Mnday in January
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following their election or until their successors are elected and
qualified. The directors shall neet the qualifications found in
sections 14-2102 and 14-2103.

Sec. 3. Section 70-612, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

70-612 (1)(a) Subject to the provisions of Chapter 70,
article 6, and subject to the approval of the Nebraska Power Review

Board, the board of directors of a district, other than a district

with a service area containing a city of the netropolitan class, may

anmend the petition for its creation to provide for the division of
the territory of such district into two or nore subdivisions for the
nom nation and election of some or all of the directors. Each
subdi vi sion shall be conposed of one or nore voting precincts, or
divided voting precincts, and the total population of each such
subdi vi sion shall be approximately the sane. Two or nore subdivisions
may be conbined for election purposes, and nenbers of the board of
directors to be elected from such conbined subdivisions may be
nom nated and elected at large when not I|ess than seventy-five
percent of the population of the conbined subdivisions is within the
corporate limts of any city.

(b) In the event a district forned includes all or part
of two or nore counties and is {a—(i) engaged in furnishing electric
[ight and power and nore than fifty percent of its custoners are
rural custoners or {b)—(ii) engaged in furnishing electric light and

power and in the business of owning and operating irrigation works,
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then and in that event such subdivisions may be formed by foll ow ng
precinct or county boundary lines without regard to population if in
the judgnent of the Nebraska Power Review Board the interests of the
rural users of electricity or of users of irrigation water service in
such district will not be prejudiced thereby.

(2)(a) Subject to the approval of the Nebraska Power

Revi ew Board, the board of directors of a district with a service

area containing a city of the netropolitan class shall, on or before

January 1, 2012, anmend the petition for its creation to provide for

the division of the territory of such district into no fewer than

seven el ection subdivisions for the nom nation and election of the

directors of the district at each election held after such date. Each

el ection subdivision shall be conposed of one or nmore voting

precincts, or divided voting precincts, and the total popul ati on of

each such election subdivision shall be approximately the sane, as

determ ned pursuant to the nost recent federal decennial census.

At the first election after January 1, 2012, in_ which

nenbers are elected by election subdivision, the nenbers from

districts 1, 3, and 5 shall be elected for initial terns of four

vears, and the nmenbers fromthe renmnining el ection subdivisions shal

be elected for initial terns of six years. Thereafter all nenbers

shall be elected for ternms of six years.

(b) If such district includes all or part of two or nore

counties and is (i) engaged in furnishing electric light and power

and nore than fifty percent of its custoners are rural custoners or
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(ii) engaged in furnishing electric light and power and in_ the

business of owning and operating irrigation works, then el ection

subdi visions may be formed by follow ng precinct or county boundary

lines without regard to population if in the judgnment of the Nebraska

Power Review Board the interests of the rural users of electricity or

of users of irrigation water service in such district will not be

prej udi ced t hereby.

2—(3) Any public power district or public power and
irrigation district owning and operating irrigation works may, wth
approval of the Nebraska Power Review Board, add representation on
its board of directors fromany county which is outside its chartered
territory but in which is located sone or all of such irrigation
wor ks.

Sec. 4. Section 70-619, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

70-619 The corporate powers of the district shall be
vested in and exercised by the board of directors of the district. No
person shall be qualified to hold office as a nenber of the board of
directors unless (1) he or she is a registered voter (a) of such
chartered territory, (b) of the subdivision fromwhich a director is
to be elected if such chartered territory is subdivided for election
purposes as provided in section 70-612, or (c) of one of the conbined
subdi visions from which directors are to be elected at large as

provided in subsection (1) of section 70-612 or (2) he or she is a

retail custonmer duly certified in accordance with subsection (3) of
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No person who is a full-tine or part-tine enpl oyee of the
district shall be eligible to serve as a nmenber of the board of
directors unless such person resigns or assunes an unpaid |eave of
absence for the termas a nenber. The district shall grant such |eave
of absence when requested by any enployee for the purpose of the
enpl oyee serving as a nenber of the board of directors. No person
shall be qualified to be a nenber of nore than one such district
board, except that a director of a rural public power district may
serve as a director of another public power district formed or
organized for the purpose of generating electric energy or
transmtting electric energy exclusively for resale to sone other
public power districts, rural electric cooperatives, and nenbership
associ ations or nunicipalities. No nmenber of a governing body of any
one of the nunicipalities within the areas of the district shall be
qualified to serve on the original board of directors under sections
70-603 to 70-609.

Sec. 5. Oiginal sections 32-540, 70-612, and 70-619,
Rei ssue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, and section 14-2102, Revised

Statutes Cumul ative Suppl ement, 2010, are repeal ed.



